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CHILD PROTECTION AND INTERNET WEBSITES 
Grievance 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [9.11 am]:  My grievance today is to the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services.  I will give a brief explanation.  The daily program states that the grievance is about the 
protection of children on MySpace.  However, it is also about the big worldwide web that we have in our society 
today.  I will elaborate a little on that area.  As we know, people are now able to access the world from their 
laptops, their computers or their phones.  People use websites such as MySpace, Facebook and YouTube as a 
way to express themselves through the computer.  Some situations have unfolded in the past couple of years in 
which people have used these websites for the wrong purpose. 

I will elaborate.  MySpace and Facebook are web pages that have been set up for what I would call the 
Y generation.  People in the Y generation have a strange way of expressing themselves.  They can hop onto the 
computer, make a video and supply it to the world.  Sometimes we may look at those videos and wonder why 
they would do it, but that is what they want to do and that is what they like to do.  The Y generation is definitely 
an interesting group in our society.  Just recently during local government week, the members who attended 
would have heard a person speak about the Y generation and how the main things in life for a person in the 
Y generation are a mobile phone and an iPod, and then a car and a number of other items.  It was quite 
interesting.  Those people are very much into the world of consumerism.  They want all the gadgets.  It is 
interesting how society is changing. 

I mentioned YouTube.  The way it unfolded is very interesting.  Those who have looked at the YouTube website 
would probably be quite surprised to learn that three guys started it back in 2005.  In 2006, they sold it to Google 
for $1.65 billion.  That was all for setting up YouTube.  The way in which that process unfolded is amazing.  
MySpace is run by Rupert Murdoch.  I am not sure who runs Facebook.  However, it is a similar sort of website.  
People express themselves on the site.  They post their interests, what they want to do and the music they like.  
Other people can then leave them messages.  A person can go to a chat room and talk to those people.  I imagine 
that a lot of members in this house would wonder why anyone would want to do that anyway, when a person can 
pick up the phone and speak to someone.  However, that is what they want to do and the way they want to do it.  
That is YouTube. 

Msn is another website, and it is run by ninemsn.  There is also the Yahoo!7 website, which competes with msn.  
Msn has chat rooms, which I use in this chamber quite a lot to speak to the staff in my office in Byford or to my 
children when they get home from school.  In that chat room, people can turn on a camera and they can turn on 
the audio so that they can speak to each other.  It is all a way of communicating.  I can understand that quite 
easily.  It is like having a direct conversation.  The words are being typed, but it is direct, similar to a phone 
conversation.  It works well. 

However, the world of the Internet is becoming very much bigger.  Before I stood, both ministers who presented 
ministerial statements spoke about using the web to advertise what is happening in Western Australia.  The 
Minister for Tourism spoke about Lonely Planet and putting videos on a web page to promote Western Australia.  
That process has unfolded.  It is quite interesting that we all now take the Internet for granted and move along. 

However, my grievance is about the fact that MySpace can also be used as a hunting ground by all types of 
people who are looking for enjoyment - I will say no more than that.  I will read from a statement put out by 
MySpace on 29 June this year.  It states - 

The owners of the popular website MySpace have admitted the internet phenomenon has become a 
hunting ground for sex fiends and are lobbying the Federal Government for a child sex offender 
database to identify perverts. 
The Rupert Murdoch-owned company behind MySpace, the world’s biggest internet chat and social 
network, is urging justice ministers across Australia to create a computerised list of known sex 
offenders that can be cross-referenced with MySpace’s list of users. 
Hugely popular with teenagers and twenty-somethings, MySpace claims to have 175 million users 
worldwide and three million users in Australia.  The site allows anyone to set up their own personal 
web page, complete with photos, videos and other personal information. 
Federal Justice Minister . . . and his State counterparts are being asked also to pass laws requiring all 
child sex offenders to register email and internet accounts, with tough penalties for those caught using 
secret accounts. 

It goes on to say - 
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A US-based team is now reviewing all photos and images placed on personal MySpace pages, including 
pages of Australians. 

This is how the issue arises.  If a person is operating a website such as MySpace and someone uses it for the 
wrong reasons - he might be putting certain images on the website - one would think that there would be a 
crackdown on that website and it would be shut down.  This year, the people who run these sites have become 
aware that the authorities are going to start monitoring the photos and videos that are put on the sites.  This issue 
is of concern.  As a parent, you will understand that, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

I say to the minister that we must get together and put some tough laws in place.  We must put pressure on the 
federal government - I will support the minister in that process - to toughen up the laws.  As more and more of 
these websites appear, we are getting to the stage at which we must not only catch the people who are doing the 
wrong thing, but also have the power to shut down these websites altogether.  We must have more power in that 
area. 

In January this year I attended a conference in Nevada.  At that conference, there was an information technology 
area, and working groups gave speeches.  One guy spoke about the fact that a person could be defamed on 
MySpace or a similar web page, and the offender could get away with it because he could not be tracked down; 
all there is is an email address.  Because that person said something about somebody else, is it defamation or is it 
not?  If those words were printed in the newspaper, the person could be tracked down and sued for defamation.  
Copyright and similar laws come into the equation. 

I say to the minister that today we need to look at toughening the laws and bringing in penalties to deal with this 
situation.  We need to introduce legislation to protect our children from the sex predators who are out there and 
who use the Internet as a way of hiding their identity.  Members on this side of the Parliament would support the 
minister in that process and in putting pressure on the federal government also.  I understand that it is a bigger 
picture than just the one in this state.  However, I think we could lead the charge. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.17 am]:  I thank the 
member for his grievance and for his interest in technology and using it to our advantage.  I also thank him for 
his concern and caution about how people can use that technology for matters that are quite horrendous, which is 
something that we totally reject.  He therefore quite rightly raised the issue of how we can ensure that our laws 
and our law enforcement agencies are able to provide maximum protection from those people who seek to use 
the opportunities that are now available through the use of modern technology to take advantage of people and 
commit a range of crimes.  In his use of this technology, the member is a bit ahead of me, but I am certainly 
aware that many people with whom I work and my family make incredible use of the Internet for communication 
purposes.  It is certainly seen as a big step forward that opens up a whole range of opportunities for people to be 
able to communicate.  Therefore, it is a very positive thing.  In fact, we have some family friends.  The two 
sisters are very close.  They are adults.  One married and moved to the United Kingdom.  For some years the two 
sisters have maintained very close communication by using the Internet and being able to see each other when 
they talk to each other.  Those sorts of advantages are fantastic.  However, I will not go into that, because that 
would take up time, and it does not go to the direct point that the member has asked me to address; that is, how 
we can put in place protections so that people who are either perverted or out to commit crimes will not be able 
to use this communication technology to find victims or abuse people.   

There are myriad issues, which, in the time available today, I am not able to tackle.  However, there are two 
issues I will take up.  One is the success we have had with the government’s cyber predator legislation.  That has 
been very effective.  It enables the WA Police major crime division and its cyber predator team to pose as people 
who are young and potentially a target of predators.  If people attempt to take advantage of the police officers 
posing as children, they are open to a range of offences and will get caught.  Offenders face five years in jail for 
some offences if they believe that the child was aged between 13 and 16 years.  The changes we have made to 
the Criminal Code include creating an offence for using electronic communications to procure a child to engage 
in sexual activity or to expose a child to indecent material; providing for the issue of a court order requiring 
suspected paedophiles to provide police with access to data storage devices such as computers and mobile 
phones; and amending the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 to include the offence 
of using electronic communications to procure children for a sexual activity or to expose children to indecent 
material.  We have put in place the laws and we have put in place officers from the WA Police who are out there 
monitoring these new forms of communication.  They are certainly having some success.  In that area there has 
been a very good response.  It is not a situation in which we can say that we have done it all; it is a continually 
moving area and there will be new challenges that arise.  I think we have made a very good start with the cyber 
predator unit and the laws we have. 

The other matter that the member raised is that when people already have a conviction for an offence that 
involves child sex abuse, they are clearly in a group that would be seen to have a much higher probability of 
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seeking to use this communication technology to find other victims or to continue abusing people.  It does not 
mean that each individual would, but we are clearly dealing with a group that has a higher probability of being 
involved.  Those people are covered by the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) Act.  The act has a 
range of powers so that the police are able to monitor such people and know where they are.  Currently, there is 
no requirement for people who are captured by a community protection reporting order to disclose all the sort of 
information that might relate to their use of the Internet and various communication devices.  We need to look at 
how we can improve that particular area of law covering communications.  There is clearly a key responsibility 
with the commonwealth.  As a state, we will continue to monitor this area of the law to see how we can improve 
it so that it is a further support for what we are currently doing with our cyber predator laws and the activities of 
police in that area.  It is certainly a very challenging area because the technology is changing so rapidly and more 
and more people are becoming involved in it.   

We also have an important role to play in educating the public, particularly parents, who may not be aware of 
what their children are doing on the Internet.  We must try to ensure that that area of parental supervision is 
there.  Of course, that supervision will be very difficult to achieve if parents are not familiar with the technology.  
They may have no idea of the potential threats and risks to their children; it is something they could be totally 
oblivious to.  There is also the issue of trying to educate parents so that they understand their responsibility 
concerning their children using telecommunications equipment and the Internet. 

It is also an issue with our schools and educational institutions.  It is my understanding that they have put in 
place a range of protocols and restrictions.  Some years ago one of my sons was warned off using the Internet in 
his school because he did something that was outside the rules.  It was not, of itself, in any way to be seen as 
bad, but there was a tight set of rules in the school to make sure that its students were not going to be open to this 
sort of abuse.  He did something minor that broke the rules.  The school was monitoring the situation.  That 
shows that schools are very conscious of the risks.  They try to ensure that they fulfil their responsibility of duty 
of care to their children.   

This is a much bigger issue and I thank the member for raising it.  We are looking at how, across a range of 
areas, we can improve both the law and the operation of the WA Police to make sure that we provide protection, 
particularly to our young people, from predators who seek to use the Internet and other means of communication 
to take advantage of people and potentially make them victims of crime. 
 


